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—— MERU COUNTY —

INVESTMENT &
DEVELOPMENT

CORPORATION

The Meru County Investment and Development Corporation (MCIDC) invites bids from eligible bidders
for:

o [reerre, [revderdeciolon o] g ereeseed |

1] MCIDC/ONT/01/2024- | Provision Of Medical Open 1

2025. Insurance Services for | National | original, Kshs. 50,000.00
the Meru County in form of a bank guarantee from a bank
registered in Kenya and recognized by
Investment and I Copy Thg Central Bank of Kenya. Tk?e tender
DeveIOpmem security should be valid for a period of
Corporation’s Board 180 days from the date of tender
and Staff Members opening

Interested bidders may view & download the above tender document free of charge from the
Corporation’s website www.investmeru.co.ke or from the Meru County Government website
www.meru.go.ke . Complete, properly bound tender documents are to be enclosed in plain
sealed envelope, clearly marked with the tender number and tender name and be deposited
in the tender box provided at the MCIDC's Offices and be addressed to:

The Ag. Managing Director,

Meru County Investment & Development Corporation,
1st Floor, Meru County Headquarters, Governor’s Office,
Meru-Nanyuki Highway,

P. O. Box 3194 - 60200,

MERU.

Email: info@investmeru.co.ke

So as to be received on or before 26™ May 2025 at 12 NOON.

Sealed bid applications will be opened immediately thereafter in the MCIDC boardroom in the
presence of candidates’ /representatives who choose to attend. Any canvassing or giving of false
information will lead to automatic disqualification.

Ag. Managing Director.


http://www.investmeru.co.ke/
http://www.meru.go.ke/
mailto:info@investmeru.co.ke
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Fees burden Parents complain that free primary and day secondary education programmes are not truly free

While practice has
been common for
Form One entry,
primary and junior
schools are now
Jjoining gravy train

BY MERCY SIMIYU

wrenls have complained

about being asked 0 pay

huge bribes, ranging from

Shae oo 1o Shino eon, 1o
have thesr children admitted 1o
popular public schvols.

Transterrmg achald to a popu-
lar public primary school & now
aci exoensive S witl uew par-
onts forced to make huge pay
ments covched in a raft of levies.
Wilh the total fees almost Fval
1ing what is charged by privare
schools

The pes e moch higher of you
are trying o get your child from
primary ojuticr schood, another
merative vernane for head teach
ers who are cashing in an the
Cotnpelence-Bised Curricalum
CEC)

And parents fear that the rip-
oI, whach was comman during
Form Unie admivsions, will esca
Jate with admissions to senicr
whonl thr the mopaer cahort of
Jearmenswhowill jpinGrnde 10in
Jauary,

A Nation svestigation roveals
publsc schools are demanding
PEYIEILS (OO0 Oew panols in
wo parts: 2 fee 1o secure a sot for
their child and then aiore pay-
menasthmegh a radt ot ovies

Parenls are new questioning
e Croe pritiry edication gov
ecnment palicy as some of the
popular primary schools are

Parents
hava
complained
about buing
asked to pay

ST
SHUTTEN
STOCK

Public schools
demand fat bribes
for new learners

rimwendas

charging levies that are almat
ogual W private ones, aod fees in
puhlic seconcary schools are out
af reach for some houssholds,
Ms Maimuna Ahmed tried o
transfer her Grade Five child
froen a public primary schocl in
Dagaretts bt hut raadblocks at
every turn All the three prima-
ry schiools shw visited in West-
lands, Kabrte and Starshe each
demanded SH30,000 acceplance

la@ke.
fee, And arce the chld was ad-
it shie ot Lo pay extis bev-
les; including a fee to pay teach
s hired by the schools hoard of
manapement (HBoM

“Despite them bring public
schools, 1 was asked for bribes
Just toget teachers bo appeoss my
ctulds trunsfer even though he
was qualified. On top of e e
ceptance fee, 1 had to pay school
fees, molivatiomal fees, develon-

nationmedia.c&8¥

ment fesand contnbute (o sup-
porting BoM teachens Tlx vosts
Sopt peamg tn "sakd Ms Mainana,

Given the tota) posts she would
Tiwes o parg she opted 6o el e
child in a pcivate schoal,

*Pubalic schivols Isave changed so
b Rack i the day o Dagaret-
1,1 oaly hiad o pay Sh2 000, she
said

Anctner parent rocalled she
pakd $h25,000 10 transfer her

For People. For Becter.

Motor Vehicles for Sale

National
Bank

A3l ory iR Gro A

R T T | o

- nee s
VRLE e TR oy ATORAL YARD R

ARELITY e T aen e MY NN oy LRI 2

: SRt KDGEHIW AT Tlle M RTON raR3. bemm) SUh GASTE

C T 40593

oM e
L] mhan wore

iy R id

Y Lot il

PR TV SO WS Ak L AN

Y FIRT 40W0 VNND. B €y Svx

Bk Ve o s aminen

O reacive QCEREE

[T

LG L]

PERT W e SR

r'_llﬂ.ﬂ"ﬁ“‘ﬂl
B TAMA OINTE W ey fsecm

Ter hrthar tweds
Jualy Cvage on Tol, Ma. OPE1 GRS A2 a1 oun
ok Covmer am #2548 TOS 088 SO0

TASE WHIREIS® 2oa B a b v
n“ﬂl“m.1..-lr

Tre Abrran Testsr Cooy
CEE U Y My 2R,

ORI

wgtie szce b

Nipoant
QLeA2e 3RS

Framxe 08 Mexs
Foswrcs Sovscns

raty
o

Newdgee
Covpuaton s et
il Verben

9 Corzaniam s anids
el e s e g he . Cavelele
¥ ph s a] v - bars Tider

mvw—mv

TENDER NOTICE

Tae e County nmsivmyl sl Dewdgrard Sopuvow:

s
talees

leryind v«nrnmla-\vn!m wxn tewder decures frew of therge fran
- g ot P Dt Dty Exovmn o] of Mo

R

AT vomes bk fen

| avgaad. | e 3000200
i ofasee
prrartahizne
L siagrdosnd by
Porgm At e gl

| Ceny

the 2o ol twwde
ey

Covd e F ey s &

a0l et paene w) e

Aopen i 1) P tewdar B ooy o o e WIS DFtine S TS
The Ag. Morvag og (hnctac
Bt P, Mo & 5 O,

M Mae pan Hghmry,
.0, Ban 1104 - $0200,
NERL
ik prla v pvyyiceess cn by
S3atnie rer e s wbetun  20% My 2000 2012 MO0N.

Sanhecl S 033 S0 A 30 2 5erme TIT RS wiet Hraeata rmv‘mnmmn
£ ddudes inge b cheme Litled 4

cludle froon & schood In Dagoret-
1 1o another in Westlands three
veans o,

“1don't know whit the par-
ents are paying now. What s the
difference Delwern private and
public because e ane paving a
3ot of marey in public schoals?*
sheasaed

The same sinzatyan applies
Janior sthoul, where leadhess ure
demanding high foes, ciring ap-
pravals hy the Parents Teachers
Associulson (IFTA)N

“Fwas askod 10 pay Shao, 000 for
my child in juriar schoal. They
tell us i1 4 PTA decison, what
chosce do we have? Schoals have
become a cash cow and parents
are satTering. What's the dirfer-
ence between public and provate
schopls? Mr Josepls Mwaiski, o
parent in Naob, asked,

*This is not free education, you
Spend much ooee mocey kn i
sar schiood. | have not added the
other costs that we are being tald
10 pay ke infrastractone. Some
maoney we are asked 1o send via
M-Pesa Someof Uis S anclestal-
o by other parents Ir's frustoat-
ing ard we are not yet in senine
schood,” lamentad another par-
cntm Narobn,

This demand foc bribes foc ad-
m xuh A8 1o primary and gnor
will anly add w the bur

ents who bave had o
contond with suech demands to
secure Form Une admissians.
Andd basic education will be out
of reach to children from poor
famidies,

“Fwork at a nitional scbool us
a teacher, You sce those chidxdren
from poce backgrounds who il
o repart hecause their parents
cannot affond schoal fees, they
(principais! sell those vikancles
for Sh100,000."a teacher aid m
confidenoe,

A Senor governiment omcal
acknowledped this bribe-tak
ing is rampant in top secordary
shoo's

“My collesgues and | have conse
acroes several troublisg trends
m same of Kerwa's top schanls
anstitutions we've directly inler-
aeted with, sald the official. The
sonrce mamed some tap schoals,
sayirg they elther expel students
n Form One 1o creite vikanoics
that are then sold, or capitalise
an students who il to report
o quickly #ill thass spots under
questiocble droumstances,

Accoeding to My Silas Obuhatsa,
the Natomal Parents Associatian
chaurperson, while edocation is
officlally froe at the primary Jev
el the reality = far Bom it

Parents are still expected to
pay far unitorm, hooks and oth
er educatonal materials ursler
a cost-sharing mechandsm that
he ways is ondy an aeenoe to milk
prareryladry,

With many famibes struggiing
o meet basicniseds, let alons con-
er sthool expwenises, Uwse exorii-
tant levics are seeing many chil
dren dropout ofschool

“The overnmsnt has always
talked about free primary ecu-
cabion bul whal does it actoaslly
mean far parents? There shoold
be o meeting between the gov
Srnment and parvnls to explain

I)nsiutn them being
public schools, | was
asked for bribes just to
get teachers to approve
my child’s fransfer gean
though he was qualifisd

Me Mapmina Ahmed

JJ

What free or allordable educa
txn really means, Marny parents
wonder what this means be-
cause they are paying half the
cnsts"Mr Ohuhatsa said,

“Education i ool (ree, its
cost sharing, parents still have
to shaulder 2 significant por-
Lo af the exprerises, witel is e
coming mereasingly dafficult for
many lamilies. The government
TOUSE oo out 3nd explaln bow
it G support the parents. And if
iLis passible, ket the povenument
make ecucation compictaly 2000
feses” het suficied

Mr OOulsatsq also poted thal at
the secendary school kevel, par
enls are often reguined to pay up
10SH100, (00

“For many parents who are
strugeling Lo even put food o
the table, this 15 an impossibie
hunden,*hesud

Additional payments, oflen ix
belled as motivatianal or de
velopment fees, ane sometimes
handed directly 1o the class
teacher or parent representa
Lrves. 1o s schools, cash is re-
quested to keep the transachan
aff the recard, Although same of
Ueseare odvertised as voluatasy
contnbwinons, paessire s applied
10 those whodoa't coemply

“Teonkdn’t afford the foes for
remedial classes, then my child
came home and told me e
teacher was excloding her from
class and group discussions Bver.
wheo she kivesw the answer, the
teacher wonlkdn't call an hes it
wa o il Lrigs Lo rsados e pars,
sl Mis Tsuinaby Mutboks.

Kenya Primary School Heads
Association chairman Fuad Al
sild many pancets arc unawir
of the digital steps mnvalved, lead-
ing 1o delings-and frustrations.

“All a parent needs is 2 trans.
fer Sorm Croun Uhe currend. school
with kew detalls, espockally the
learner's Nemnis mimber The re-
celving schoul must yocept the
learner oo the poctal and the re
leasing schoal must finalase the
redense om thear eod 10 complete
the transfer process.” he said

When the government rolled
aut its e primary and day sec-
andary education programmes.
Lo pouncubee waes chean every Rere
yan chilld would scoess cducation
without the burden of fees In
April, Feedbsck Cram staseboli-
ers during the county based ds
alogoes revealed a Lack of clarr-
1y regandting 1he provision of fve
aducation insemur schools

Mirnlry of educaton uificials
did not rospond to aur enquines.
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